
As a reminder to the ExA this DCO was accepted for examination in July 2018 and a S51 letter was 

issued on 14th August 2018 with the following warning:- 

“In applying the Acceptance tests to the application documents, the Planning Inspectorate noted 

some omissions/ discrepancies in the information provided, about which the appointed Examining 

Authority (ExA) is likely to seek resolution early in the Pre-examination stage. 

The Applicant is strongly advised to pay close attention to the content of this letter, and consider 

carefully how appropriate action might be taken in response to the advice issued within it.” My 

bold. 

 

 



Clearly PINS had serious concerns whether Riveroak Strategic Partners (RSP) could afford the DCO 

and further they were concerned who was actually running the show. 90% of RSP is owned by an 

offshore company M.I.O. Investments allegedly registered in Belize. (I say allegedly as no one has 

seen the incorporation certificate) 

There is also a major concern because 2 attempts have been made by the principals Freudmann, 

Lawlor and Yerrall to engage with Thanet District Council (TDC) to Compulsorily Purchase the site. 

These ended in failure as Riveroak failed to convince TDC they had the money each time. 

Deadline 1 18th January 2019 

You would have thought with such a serious warning “The Applicant is strongly advised to pay close 

attention to the content of this letter, and consider carefully how appropriate action might be 

taken in response to the advice issued within it.” At deadline 1 some 5 months later you would 

have thought they would have complied whole heartedly with the warning. However this didn’t 

happen. 

I include their responses attached at the end however I highlight some issues: 

“Further information in respect of RiverOak Strategic Partner’s (RSP) accounts, shareholders, 

investors and proof of assets. 

Further information on the joint venture agreement (Funding Statement, para 19 etc).” 

 

The answer shows a degree of obfuscation and deflection as they said: 

“The Applicant has recognised that the lack of transparency in relation to the Belize entity in 

particular has given rise to a number of questions. As a consequence, a restructuring of the 

ownership of RSP is currently taking place with a view to simplifying its ownership. The intention is 

that RSP’s parent company will be registered in the UK with full transparency as to its directors and 

shareholders. The restructuring is currently in process and is subject to commercial confidentiality but 

it is anticipated that it will be complete and that further details can be put into the public domain by 

Deadline 3 (8 February).” 

The response fails to answer the question at all and deflects by saying “we are restructuring” sic, 

however restructuring doesn’t mean details of MIO couldn’t have been given including the details of 

the shareholders, Incorporation certificate and articles of association. Most people are assuming this 

is yet another shell company or Special Purpose Vehicle anyway. 

The other main area of concern is just who is funding the DCO and yet again the answer fails to 

address this issue. 

“As a special-purpose vehicle, RSP does not generally have funds or assets and does not engage in 

transactions such that it has accounts. The owners of RSP are RiverOak Manston Ltd, a UK registered 

company of which Lawlor, Yerrall and Freudmann are directors and MIO Ltd, a Belize registered 

company. As mentioned above, following completion of the restructure, further information will be 

provided at Deadline 3.” 

The question was “Who is funding the DCO?” This was deflected away by RSP. 

Deadline 3 8th February 2019 

So now we get to deadline 3 some six months after PINS said “The Applicant is strongly advised to 

pay close attention to the content of this letter, and consider carefully how appropriate action 



might be taken in response to the advice issued within it.” And still RSP obfuscate and deflect. I 

post their responses below however to sum up F 1.13 states  

“Due to the restructuring mentioned in the cover letter submitted at Deadline 1 

(TR020002/D1/Cover), which is still in progress, there is no longer a Joint Venture agreement. Details 

of the new structure will be provided as soon as possible” In other words”  

Again they avoid giving details of whoever is funding this DCO. Further they respond to the question 

of who their investors are but giving information at F 1.14 so generic as to be worthless in the 

extreme. 

Open Session Discovery Park 20th March 2019 

Today the same questions of funding and ownership were asked by the ExA to RSP and Stonehill 

Park (SHP) and yet again RSP push back on giving any meaningful content until the end of April 2019. 

A specific question about their funding was asked and they refer to a letter from Price Waterhouse 

Cooper said to be available in the appendices to written questions at deadline 3. This document 

refers: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-003370-RiverOak%20Strategic%20Partners%20-

Appendices%20to%20Answers%20to%20First%20Written%20Questions.pdf 

Search as I can this document is not within the appendixes. 

Conclusion 

It becomes apparent that time and time again Freudmann et al have consistently used obfuscation 

and diversion to avoid detailing who they are financed by and who is running this DCO. The question 

remains “Who are the investors?” And “where is the proof of funds?” 

Finally it is also apparent that the ExA is bending over backwards to allow leniency in dealing with 

Freudmann and co and sooner rather than later PINS will have to heed its own advise and draw a 

close to this farce 

 “The Applicant is strongly advised to pay close attention to the content of this letter, and consider 

carefully how appropriate action might be taken in response to the advice issued within it.” 

Attachments 

Deadline 1 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-003370-RiverOak%20Strategic%20Partners%20-Appendices%20to%20Answers%20to%20First%20Written%20Questions.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-003370-RiverOak%20Strategic%20Partners%20-Appendices%20to%20Answers%20to%20First%20Written%20Questions.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-003370-RiverOak%20Strategic%20Partners%20-Appendices%20to%20Answers%20to%20First%20Written%20Questions.pdf


 

Deadline 3 



 



 

 



 


